 The Hydrolysis Story
I’ll tell you a story, so boys and girls gather near,

About water and salts, it will all become clear.

It may seem like water is as plain as can be,

But put it with the right salt and you’ll be slapping your knee.

Add the salt of a weak acid, for an example,

And above neutral 7 will be the pH of your sample.

Cations will sit back and watch the others hustle,

To make hydroxide ions and acid, my gosh! What a bustle!

Or if the salt of a weak base is more your style,
Don’t think for a minute that it won’t be worth your while.

Basic salts and water form H+ and base,

Making an acidic solution while the anions erase.

But a neutral salt will be less exciting,
Reactions are unlikely, so don’t wait for a sighting.

In fact, hydrolysis only happens when a change occurs,

Which means a new species with a proton transfer.
And certain metal ions in water will dance their own waltz, 

They are the strong Lewis acids that form basic salts.
The pH of the solution will drop below seven, 

Try aluminum chloride and water, the results will be heaven!

Organic chemistry starts a brand new conversation,

Flip the whole thing around and we’ll see condensation!
But be wary of products that yield no new formation,
My friends, that’s not hydrolysis, that’s only hydration!

Reactions can be tricky, as you can see,
But remember this poem and you’ll have to agree,

That hydrolysis is easy; it makes so much sense,

Just mix salts and water and enjoy the suspense!
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