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‘Twas the Day of the AP Test

‘Twas the day of the AP test, and all through the room,

the only thing stirring was a feeling of doom.

All of the pencils were poised by the students with care

In hopes that a five would soon become theirs.

The kids were settled all tight in their seats.

Under the desk they were quietly tapping their feet.

With calculators ready, and pens in their hands,

Everyone was ready for a grueling exam.

When off of the page there arose such a clatter

A substitution reaction was the difficult subject matter.

Away to my textbook my mind flew like a flash

Tore open the cover and flipped to the organic chem. Stash.

Planar, with 120-degree angles and unsaturation

Aromatic hydrocarbons seem like simple addition.

When, what to my straining memory should appear,

But a new, startling, different idea.

It was both the double and single bonds that gave the solution,

I knew in a moment it must be substitution.

More stable than alkenes and alkynes these special hydrocarbons are

Easily remembered and recalled from afar.

Now benzene! Now naphthalene! Now anthracene and methylbenzene!

The aromatics have carbons with delocalized pi electrons in between!

Benzene is the core, six carbons in a ring,

New additions from reactions this foundation will not bring.

And so a hydrogen is kicked out of the mix,

It is the other reactant the carbon ring picks.

An atom of the molecule is removed and replaced,

And into its spot another is placed.

When benzene reacts with bromine, for example,

One is left with an HBr sample.

Bromine replaces a hydrogen in the pact,

So the strong double bonds can stay intact.

Just like the substitution aromatic hydrocarbons do,

When alkanes meet other substances they like it too.

It is the same concept, the same rules apply,

The new substance says hello, a hydrogen goodbye.

But then, on the paper, I saw something different

It was an acid, and frantically I looked for advisement.

Water is formed, with the H and O from the acid,

Adding the atom or polyatomic, the ring is once again placid.

It was now simple and easy, a right jolly good reaction,

And I dove right in, dying to take action.

One less hydrogen in the ring, the other reactant instead,
Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread.

I spoke not a word, but went straight to my work,

And wrote all of the products with a slight smirk.

And laying my pencil to the white colored sheet

And starting to write I accomplished a feat!

Once I finished the number I sprang from my chair,

And everyone looked at me like I had nothing to wear.

But loudly I exclaimed, as I returned to my seat,

“Merry chem. Test to all, and to all a good treat!”

