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Don’t Forget How to Name Your Oxy-Acids



To the tune of the “Irish Drinking Song”

-Found commonly on Whose Line is it Anyway

“OH – aye di, aye di, aye di, aye di; aye di, aye di, aye!”

Oh, shed a tear, for Jimmy dear;

Poor Jimmy is no more.

For he confused his H2O – 

With H2SO4.

So to help you all remember, 

I’ve composed this little rhyme.

So when you name your acids,

I am sure you’ll do just fine.

Just first, find the “base” ion –

The one that ends in “-ate”.

Please note its number of oxygens,

And its total charge posthaste.

Now attach the number of hydrogens

That can be added easily;

So a little chlorate ion - 

Would make HClO3.

And now to name this acid, 

Just use this little trick:

Lose the “-ate” suffix,

And add the ending “-ic!”

Yes, a chlorate ion’s acid

Will happily become - 

Simple “chloric acid”

As a rule of thumb.

And if you ADD an oxygen,

Like in perchlorate,

Becoming “perchloric acid”

Will be the acid’s fate.

But if you TAKE an oxygen,

Like in fine chlorite,

It’s now called “chlorous acid;”

Always name it right!

And TAKE another oxygen-

It’s now hypochlorite.

Yielding “hypochlorous acid,”

Will be a delight!

So now you know what rules to use - 

In oxy-acids you’ve seen.

So practice hard and you will find,

That it becomes routine!

“OH – aye di, aye di, aye di, aye di; aye di, aye di, aye!”

Oxy-Acid naming rules that this song teaches :

perBASEate           
 perBASEic acid (4 O’s)

BASEate                  
BASEic acid (3 O’s)

BASEite
 
BASEous acid (2 O’s)

HypoBASEite      
hypoBASEous acid (1 O)

